
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

 
DG Outlines Objectives 

 

 
 

District Governor Des Ryann outlined his 

objectives for the coming Lionistic Year 

when he was installed in a virtual ceremony 

on 1st July, in which cabinet members and 

Lion Phil Nathan were also participants. 

 

Ist Vice District Governor Anne Ellis and 2nd 

Vice District Governor Gerald Cashman 

were also installed during the ceremony. 

 

 

 
 

1st VDG Anne Ellis 
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Outgoing DG Bernard Black thanked all 

Lions Clubs for their support andpaid tribute 

to the DG Team and District Officers had 

helped make his term of office successful 

and memorable. 

 Outlining his objectives for the coming year 

DG Des listed: 

 

 

• Be the best I can be and serve with 

kindness. 

• Enhance the National understanding 

of what Lions do. Hopefully this will 

help clubs get new members 

• Enhance the use of technology to 

improve the lines of communication 

within the organisation 

• Help the clubs that are struggling to 

get back going after the Covid 19 

pandemic. 

• Offer officer training tutorials both on 

line and through digital packs. 

• Offer Leadership opportunities to a 

new generation of officers. 

• Build and develop a new District 

Public Relations and Marketing Team. 

• Encourage clubs to use video, social 

media and PR to tell their stories 

• Re-launch a flagship District project 

• Drastically improve Club reporting so 

as to be able to better access grants 

from LCIF 

  

‘As your District Governor, I will not just 

show you what I can do, but I will show you 

what you can do’, he said 
  

  

 
 

2nd VDG Ger Cashman 

 

Thank You to Lion Bernard 
 

 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

IPDG Lion Bernard Black for all that he has 

done in his year as District Governor. 

In particular for all the advice and help he 

has given me in my journey over the last two 

years. 

He has been a wonderful ambassador for 

D133 and has tacked his way masterfully 



through the changing tides of the Covid 

Pandemic. 

I wish Bernard, Kate and their family the 

very best in their next chapter. –  

 

District Governor Des 

 

 

Final Edition 
 

 
 

Next week (13th July) we will publish the 

final edition of ‘One Three Three’ before the 

Summer break. 

The combination of Covid 19 restrictions 

and Summer holidays has resulted in many 

Lions Clubs winding down their activities, 

including contributions to the District 

Newsletter. 

We have maintained our weekly publication 

during the pandemic and will continue until 

the issue dated 13th. July 2020. We will then 

take our customary Summer break, resuming 

publication on Monday14th September. 

Please help us to produce a lively and 

informative Newsletter next week by 

sending us news and pictures of your club 

activities, including news of newly-elected 

Club Presidents and Officers.  We 

particularly welcome contributions to our 

‘Picture of the Week’ and ‘Down Memory 

Lane’ features. 

Frank Corr 

Editor 

 

 

Westport Lion Heads Irish 

District 

Des Ryan from Westport Lions Club has 

been elected as District Governor. He 

succeeds Bernard Black of Antrim Coast 

Lions Club and will lead 2,150 Lions who 

are members of 103 Clubs in District 133 of 

the word-wide organisation. 

Born in Dublin, Des is grandson of the late 

Terry O’Sullivan, journalist and diarist and 

is a nephew of the writer and broadcaster 

Nuala O’Faolain. 

He moved to Westport with his parents in 

1980 and after graduating in Construction 

Studies at Galway RTC, he worked in the 

structural steel industry prior to establishing 

his own company in 2004. 

Des initially joined Lions Clubs International 

through Leos, its youth organisation. He was 

the founding president of Westport Leo Club 

and went on to become the youngest member 

of Westport Lions Club, later serving as 

secretary and club president. He headed the 

North West Zone of Lions Clubs before his 

election as Vice District Governor. 

A keen sportsman who has played soccer 

and GAA, Des enjoys playing guitar, singing 

and gardening. He is married to Sara (they 



met at a Leo Club meeting) and they are 

parents to Catherine (26), Jessica (21), 

Emma (13) and Ben(11) and grandparents of 

Elisagh (4). 

Handover Dinner in August 
The District Handover Dinner will take place 

in Westport on Saturday15th August. 

Social distancing protocols will apply and 

details will be announced in the near future. 

 

Celtic Cross Complete. 

 
 

 
 

A true sign of the democratic nature of the 

Lions Clubs of Ireland can be seen in the fact 

that the last four District Governors were 

elected from the four corners of the island. 

PDG Teresa Dineen from Cork, PDG Frank 

O Donoghue from Dublin, PDG Bernard 

Black from Antrim and now DG Des Ryan 

from Mayo. 

  
 

From IPDG Frank O’Donoighue 

 

School for the Deaf says 

‘Thanks’ 

 

 
 
Second year student Caoimhe studying at 

home with her Chromebook 

 
Two weeks ago, I explained in the District 

Newsletter the background to Lions Clubs in 

District 133 in investing in digital 

technology for the pupils in Holy Family 

School for the Deaf. Our objective is 

ensuring that the students would have the 



full educational benefits of the digital 

revolution.   

 

 
 

Maggie Owens teaching her class about 

cube numbers and indices. 

 

To-date, some €20,000 has been raised by 

Lions Clubs and the timely investment has 

played a hugely important role in 

maintaining student contact with teachers 

and each other during the Covid -19 

lockdown. The story of how the Lions 

helped the school during the Covid crisis is 

best told in the words of the students and the 

teachers.  Principal Eimear O’Rourke 

provides an excellent overview of the 

importance of the support provided by the 

Lions. 

‘While anticipated to some degree, the 

decision to close schools due to the Covid 19 

National Health Emergency came quite 

suddenly on March 12th 2020. Indeed the 

news broke on national media as we were 

hosting a visit from our guests from Lions 

Ireland! 

As the last Lion exited, there was a whirl 

wind of activity  as pupils and teachers 

urgently prepared for the closure and for the 

weeks ahead. There was no national 

blueprint or pre-prepared action plan for 

remote teaching and learning at home. But 

what made the transition much easier and 

really successful for us was the recent 

delivery of 23 Chromebooks funded by the 

Lions. This enabled the school to loan 

Chromebooks so that pupils could connect 

with teachers and SNAs and to operate 

Google classroom across the school. 

 As result we were able to transition to this 

challenging set of circumstances remarkably 

quickly and remain as a united school 

community. This was vital given the real 

fears of social isolation for our Deaf pupils. 

This new digital technology enabled us to 

communicate visually through ISL. 

Sincere thanks to the Lions, because of your 

support Holy Family School for the Deaf 

was enabled to answer the call!’ 

Eimear O’Rourke, Principal of Holy Family 

School for the Deaf  , 

 

Caoimhe  

‘The Chromebook is very useful for online 

school work and  helps me in many ways. It 

is very accessible and it’s just great, I'm 

enjoying using it and it made school easier.   

A big Thank You to the Lions Club for 

providing the computers. It is very much 

appreciated."  

Caoimhe [2nd year pupil] 

‘Thank you very much,  to the Lions for 

supporting new Chromebooks for our 

school. It is just so uncanny and co 

incidental that we get these Chromebooks 

the week of the school closure and national 

lock-down. I know our remote teaching and 

learning would not have been as successful if 



we had not have had these Chromebooks. 

Thank you very much”   

Maggie Owens , Teacher  

‘Great working with teachers and students, 

thanks to the Lions club’  

 

 
 

 

SNA Noleen working from home. 

 

Noleen, a Special Needs teacher  

‘Chromebooks are lightweight and portable. 

They are easy to learn to use.  They are 

excellent for communication and 

collaboration opportunities. With the current 

situation, students and teachers can use 

gmail, calendars  and video conferencing to 

connect with each other. We can use Google 

classroom and this has been fantastic for us 

during the lock-down but we will continue 

using it as it has lots of benefits. Students 

can work together to complete group 

projects. Students can access their work at 

school or at home. Chromebooks are secured 

they don’t require firewalls or anti virus 

software. Thank you Lions for making this 

possible.’ 

 

At District Convention in Ballina, clubs were 

requested to support the appeal for funds to 

continue the roll out of digital technology in 

the school and ensuring that the pupils get 

the full benefit of the new teaching 

technology. The final word, I leave to  Helen 

Keller, who was instrumental in Lions Clubs 

worldwide adopting vision loss as one of its 

primary areas of community service. In 

1925, Helen was invited to address the Lions 

International Convention and concluded her 

speech by inviting the Lions to  

‘ constitute yourselves Knights of the Blind 

in my crusade against darkness?’’ 

 

 Helen Keller - who was both blind and deaf 

–was also an advocate for the deaf ; and saw 

deafness as the greater challenge when she 

said: 

 

Blindness separate people from things ; 

Deafness separate people from people.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Home for Mason Memorabilia 
 

 
 

 

At a recent Cabinet meeting it was decided 

that all the Bert Mason memorabilia that 

Liam Lyons had stored would not be 

returned to District 105 but should go on 

display in District 133. 

 

Lion Pat O’Sullivan was asked to investigate 

clubs which have suitable space to put this 

memorabilia on display. 

Bishopstown and Carraigaline Lions Club 

has responded by saying that it would be in a 

position to take some of the items and put 

them on display in their Lion House.. 

 

The Club gesture is much appreciated 

 

 

 

Cheque for Hospice 
 

 
 

Killiney Lions Club made a cheque 

presentation to  Blackrock Hospice. Pictured 

are President Tracey Vard  with Lion Breege 

Moore 

 

Hero Shields Aid Dungarvan 

Workers 
. 

 
 



 

 

 

Dungarvan Lions Club has contributed 

€1,000 to the Lions Hero Shield Project.  

Club members are delighted to see the 

shields in use in the local community and 

helping protect our brave frontline heroes 

who provide care and comfort to all who 

need it. 

 

 
The shields have been distributed to 

Carriglea Cáirde Services , Deise Dat Centre 

and across other frontline services and care 

institutions in the West Waterford area. 

 Margaret Coffey, manager of the Deise Day 

Centre on behalf of her staff expressed her 

gratitude for the donation of the face shields. 

She said that even though the centre has been 

closed since March 13th they have still 

managed, with the help of volunteers to 

deliver in the region of over 80 meals per 

day to Dungarvan, Abbeyside and 

Ballymacarbry areas. 

Margaret went on to say the kitchen staff, 

who are keeping the show on the road, ‘are 

availing of these wonderful easy to assemble 

and  easy to wear face shields perfect to help 

keep us safe during these trying times we are 

all coping with.’ 

Pictured at the Deise Day Centre are Paul 

Landy chef, Tracy Harty meal delivery, and 

Carol Whelan and Flora Wall, community 

employment, wearing  their Hero Shields.  

 

 
 

 

Raymond Heads Downpatrick 

Lions 
 

 
 

Downpatrick Lions Club has appointed 

Raymond Crea (right) as its new President. 

He was presented with his chain of office by 

his predecessor John Dennis during a 

socially-distanced handover. John said ‘My 

term in office, although disrupted by the 

terrible pandemic, has been very rewarding 

and I would like to thank club members and 

the wider public for their enthusiasm and 

support.’ President Raymond expressed how 

delighted he was to take on this important 



role and looks forward to finding new ways 

to raise funds in these challenging times for 

the numerous charities that Downpatrick 

Lions support. 

 

Ace Photographer 
 

 

 
 

 

Lion Ethna Neiland the overall winner of the 

Wicklow and District Lions Club Isolation 

Photographic Competition. 

With Ethna is her daughter Aoife who 

painted her own face for the winning 

photograph. 

Ethna received a special edition of a 

Wicklow Lions Mug 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Picture of the Week 

 

 
 

Another Summer image from Wicklow by 

Lion Sean Olohan 

 
 

DG Contact 

 The contact email for DGE Des Ryan has 

changed to des@ryansteel.ie  

 

 

Waterford Hospice Cycle 

 

 

mailto:des@ryansteel.ie


 

 

Waterford Lions Club is organising a 

Leisure Cycle or Walking Event on the 

weekend of July 4th and 5th . 

Everyone is welcome to get sponsorship in 

aid of the Waterford Hospice. 

 

The event is not a race! The intention is that 

all are welcome to fundraise for this worthy 

cause by taking on a local cycle or local 

walking route ranging from 5km to 20km. 

Participants can choose their own route to 

undertake the walk or cycle.  

Waterford Lions are suggesting a minimum 

donation of €10. 

Contact Canice (087) 2540649 or Denis 

(085) 8717394 to register for the event. 

You can donate directly by following the 

attached link. 

https://www.ifundraise.ie/2998_waterford-

lions-club---leisure-cycle-or-walk-in-aid-of-

waterford-hospice.html 

 

 

District Diary 

All Lions Clubs are invited to submit details 

of events which they are planning. Please 

send your diary entries by e-mail to 

fcorr100@gmail.com  

Some listed events may be cancelled during 

the Covid 19 pandemic 

  

August 

15th -Cabinet Meeting and Handover Dinner 

in Westport 

September 

Friday 18th- Sugarloaf Golf Cassic 

October  

3rd- Kilkenny Golf Classic (re-scheduled 

from 4th April) 

 

 

 Take a Picture 

 
It is well said that ‘a picture is worth 1,000 

words of text’- so we are inviting readers to 

send us a picture taken during these days of 

isolation. 

It might have a Lions theme- or it could be 

your garden or the postman- or the moon. 

 

It is up to you- be as creative as you can and 

send your images as jpeg files to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 

 

 

….and that’s all for this week. 

 

Stay Safe 
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