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Our Vision
“To advocate for the protection and restoration
of our environment, for the well-being of all
Our communities, through a wide range of
Community action projects”
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INTRODUCTION
The District 133 Environmental Charter ‘Mission Statement’ states that “By
harnessing the skills and experience of our members, we aim to sustainably
protect and restore our environment to improve the well-being of the
communities we serve”. The District 133 Environment Team continues to consider
what measures, both grant and non-grant, might best support Lions Clubs,
throughout the District, to engage in Environment Projects and in doing so work
to meet the Objectives of the Charter.
Lions have always ‘served from the heart’ on a voluntary basis, and will continue
to do so. However, the appropriate use of available funding can serve to increase
the effectiveness of Environment Projects and, in doing so, increase the benefits
to communities.
At international level Lions Clubs can access funding through Lions Clubs
International Foundation (LCIF); https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/give-our-focusareas/environment. Further advice in this regard will be forthcoming from the
Environment Team during 2022. The Environment Team is also actively
considering, (including engagement with Government), what project funding
might be forthcoming at a National level. The outcome of this consideration will
also be advised separately during 2022.
This Environment Project Support Guide 2022, summarises key elements of Local
Authority and other Environmental, Climate Change and Biodiversity Community
Grants. It informs Lions Clubs of funding streams that may be available for
carrying out, and completing, various types of community activities and projects
in their neighbourhoods. If your club is considering an Environment project then
this guidance booklet may assist in sourcing funds.
It is an evolving guidance document and, as such, it will be updated regularly. If
your Club has knowledge of a funding stream that is not included in the booklet,
please let us know at …… environment@lionsclubs.ie .
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I wish to acknowledge the work of the District 133 Environment Team in
producing this Environment Project Support Guide 2022. Every project needs a
‘driver’ and I want to thank the Project Leader, Lion Philip O’Neill, Kilkenny Lions
Club, who had the vision required for the document and the passion to see it
through to fruition.
I also extend my thanks to Ronan Ryan, Community Section, Kilkenny County
Council, for the welcome assistance that he has provided to Philip.
The District 133 Environment Team has achieved a lot since being formed last
June and it is a pleasure for me to lead such a willing and committed group of
people. All of the Team members have played their part the production of this
document:
Lion Brian White, President Carrick-on-Suir Lions Club,
Lion Caroline Goucher, Westport Lions Club,
Lion Alan Tobin, Ashbourne Lions Club,
Lion Frank Corr, Bray Lions Club and
Lion Bernard Black, Antrim Coast Lions Club.
Lastly, but definitely not least, I thank our District Governor, Lion Ann Ellis,
Carrick-on-Suir Lions Club, for her constant and unwavering support to our
District 133 Environment Team.

Date : 4th February 2022

Signed :
Dan McInerney, Carlow Lions Club
Environment Team Chair
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Local Authority Grants
Dealing with Local Authorities in the Republic of Ireland.
Clubs might be surprised by the number of grants available to community groups
from Local Authorities in the Republic of Ireland. It can be difficult, at first
attempt, to find your way to grant aid especially as these grants are made
available from many different sections of Local Authorities, including Community,
Heritage, Environment, Roads, Housing, Libraries etc. Many more are distributed
through the Municipal Districts and there is much variation out there also. As a
Community Group, Lions Clubs fall within the target groups mentioned below. In
this context it is important that that each Lions Club would register as a
Community Voluntary Group with the Public Participation Network (PPN) in each
County. Being registered with your PPN means that you will be notified of all
upcoming grants and training opportunities in your area. A link to each Local
Authority website is provided in Appendix 2.

Amenity Grants
Funding Authority: Local Authority.

ELIGIBLE WORKS: The scheme is intended to improve outdoor community
facilities for the protection or improvement/enhancement of natural or manmade amenities e.g. grass cutting, purchase of lawnmowers, tree and flower
planting.
Works that will qualify include:
• Improvements to or maintenance of parks and open spaces, green areas in
residential areas and other public open areas
• Works for the conservation or protection of natural or man-made amenities,
- scenic walks, nature trails, planting of trees, shrubs etc. (This scheme will only
cover amenity public areas where access is available free of charge, it will not
cover clubs where a membership fee applies)
TARGET GROUP: Local Community Groups, Resident Groups, Tidy Towns
Groups
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date and budget.
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Waste Prevention Grant
Funding Authority: Local Authority.

ELIGIBLE WORKS: Community projects that promote waste prevention, re-use
or repair activities and/or workshops that assist in changing attitudes and
behaviours about what we buy and what we throw away. Projects eligible for
funding include: • Projects that eliminate single-use items e.g. Conscious Cup
Campaign• Repair Skills Workshops • Up-cycling Workshops • Zero waste
workshops.
TARGET GROUP: Community Groups, Men’s Sheds, Tidy Towns, Youth Groups
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date, and budget.

Anti-Litter and Anti-Graffiti Community Grant
Funding Authority: Local Authority.

ELIGIBLE WORKS: Projects that support community groups/organisations to
combat litter and graffiti issues in their local community. Projects eligible for
funding include: • Community clean ups on public lands • Community art
projects to combat/deter graffiti • Environmental awareness litter themed
workshops
TARGET GROUP: Local Community Groups, Tidy Towns and Youth Groups
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date, and budget.
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Community Environment Action Fund
Funding Authority: Local Authority & Dept. of Communications, Climate Action &
Environment (DCCAE).

ELIGIBLE WORKS: Formerly the LA 21 Fund, this fund supports environmental
partnership projects that promote sustainable development at a local level e.g.
circular economy, climate change and biodiversity. Projects eligible for funding
include:
• Biodiversity Enhancement Projects
• Waste Management Projects
• Climate Change Awareness Workshops
TARGET GROUP: Community Groups, NGOs, Men’s Sheds, Tidy Towns, Schools
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date, and budget.

Graveyard Grant Scheme
Funding Authority: Local Authority.

ELIGIBLE WORKS: The Graveyard Grant Scheme supports community
groups/organisations in the maintenance of graveyards and encourages best
practice in graveyard management. Any recognised community
group/organisation can apply. Projects eligible for funding in graveyards
include: • Graveyard maintenance, including appropriate works to help
pollinators • Graveyard recording schemes • Heritage studies of graveyards
TARGET GROUP: Local Community Groups
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date, and budget.
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Community and Cultural Facilities Capital Scheme
Funding Authority: Local Authority.

ELIGIBLE WORKS: The overall objective of this scheme is to respond to the
need for better community, recreational and cultural facilities for community
groups through the provision of a capital grant. The scheme is open to groups
operating within the Community Sector who have a recognised legal structure,
operate on a ‘not for profit’ basis, demonstrate a policy of inclusion and
demonstrate the capacity to manage and operate the proposed facilities.
Examples of projects eligible for support could include the development of
open spaces, walks and parklands; play areas, broad-based recreational
facilities, community radio, community hall upgrades, community sensory
gardens, arts projects and projects that conserve the built and natural heritage
of the county.
TARGET GROUP: Local Development Groups
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date, and budget.

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Funding Authority: Dept of Rural and Community Development

ELIGIBLE WORKS The Scheme is part of the Government’s Action Plan for Rural
Development and provides funding for the development of new outdoor
recreational infrastructure. It also supports the maintenance, enhancement
and promotion of existing outdoor recreational infrastructure in Ireland.
Examples: Walking trails, cycle ways and blue ways, as well as the
maintenance, enhancement and promotion of existing infrastructure.
TARGET GROUP: Country Wide Scheme. Rural Development/Community
Criteria and values set by Dept of Rural and Community Development: e.g.
Measure 1: Small scale projects requiring funding of up to €20,000. Measure
2: Medium scale projects with funding up to €200,000. The application for
Measure 2 is initially submitted to the local authority and it is then submitted
to the Dept of Rural and Community Development for competitive assessment,
selection and approval.
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date, and budget.
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PPN
Funding Authority: Public Participation Network

ELIGIBLE WORKS: Grants for Community Capacity building events, formal
training, networking, mentoring, conferences, seminars etc. on topics of
interest. If groups identify areas they wish to attain training or support, they
can apply to access this support through the PPN provided they are registered
members for more than 6 months. Examples: Funding for Insurance costs to
hold a Community Street Feast gathering, Community Development Training,
Committee skills training, Training for reps and linkage group. Being registered
with your PPN means that you will be notified of all upcoming grants and
training opportunities in you area.
TARGET GROUPS: All PPN Member Groups.
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form.
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Historic Structures Fund
Funding Authority: Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

ELIGIBLE WORKS: The primary focus of the Historic Structures Fund is on
conservation and enhancement of historic structures and buildings for the
broader benefit of communities and the public. Stream 1 offers grants from
€15,000 up to €50,000 and is aimed at essential repairs and smaller capital
works for the refurbishment and conservation of heritage structures. Stream 2
offers a small number of grants from €50,000 up to €200,000 for larger
enhancement, refurbishment or reuse projects involving heritage structures,
where a clear community or public benefit has been demonstrated.
Pilot Stream for Historic Shopfronts – To incentivise the conservation of
historic shop fronts, each Local Authority is invited to submit an additional
application under Stream 1 for eligible essential repairs and small capital works
for the refurbishment and conservation of historic shop facades, windows,
signage and other associated details to safeguard them and keep them in use,
with funding between €5,000 and €10,000.
TARGET GROUP: Individual or Community Groups. Lions Clubs may make
application to the local authority who will make assessment and forward
projects to the Dept of Housing, Local Government and Heritage for final
decision.
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date (usually end of Jan/Feb) and
budget.
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Built Heritage Investment Scheme (BHIS)
Funding Authority: Local Authority.

ELIGIBLE WORKS: The aim of the Built Heritage Investment Scheme is to
invest in a significant number of small-scale, labour-intensive conservation
projects throughout counties and to support the employment of
conservation professionals, craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of
the historic built environment. Each Local Authority is allocated a fixed
amount from the overall national fund of €3m as determined by the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, and will support
works to protect structures, Proposed Protected Structures, and Structures
in Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs), or within the amenity of a
National Monument, where exceptional circumstances are deemed by the
Department to apply.
TARGET GROUP: Small-scale, labour-intensive conservation projects
throughout the county and to support the employment of conservation
professionals, craftspeople and tradespersons in the repair of the historic
built environment. Budget: €3,000,000 nationally. Closing Date: check with
your local authority. Match Funding: 50% match funding.
CONTACT DETAILS: Check your Local Authority website for details including
contact numbers, application form, closing date, and budget.

Biodiversity Funding
ELIGIBLE WORKS: From 2022 the Local Biodiversity Action Fund will support
locally-led projects that align with actions under the National Biodiversity
Action Plan.
It is also envisaged that in 2022 each Local authority will have a dedicated local
biodiversity officer.
These officers will be a great asset to Lions clubs in sourcing funding for
biodiversity projects in their area
TARGET GROUP : Local Authorities, Community Groups
CONTACT DETAILS: If you have a project in mind, consult your local authority.
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Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI)
Better Energy Communities
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Better Energy Communities is a national retrofit initiative
managed by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI). BEC offers a
win-win grant aid solution for parish halls, sports clubs, farmers, charitable
organisations, community groups, public authorities, individuals and
businesses to both lower their energy bills while reducing energy usage. Under
the BEC programme, up to 50% funding is available for community projects.
Lions Clubs may make application to SEAI availing of the support of the Local
Energy Agency.
For example, assistance is available from 3cea (a non-profit, independent
energy agency working primarily in Carlow, Kilkenny and Wexford.) or the
equivalent Local Energy Agency in your area • From initial application to final
grant sign-off, these local Energy agencies can project manage the entire
process.
Measures supported by BEC:
• Building Fabric Upgrades such as wall insulation
• Technological improvements such as boiler replacement or controls upgrades
• Energy ‘Efficient’ Lighting
• Renewable energy solutions
• Heat Recovery Solutions • Domestic Combined Fabric Upgrades
TARGET GROUP: Local Community Groups, SME’s, Housing groups, Tidy Towns
groups, Sports clubs, Schools. Match Funding: Up to 50% for not for profit/
Communities.
CONTACT DETAILS: You can visit www.seai.ie www.3cea.ie or contact
info@seai.ie or your local authority.
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Local Authorities Waters Programme (LAWPRO)
Community Water Development Fund
Funding Authority: Local Authority Waters Programme

ELIGIBLE WORKS : Groups may apply for capital funding for works to include
River Restoration Works, Silt Trapping, Pollution Management, Invasive
species, Creation of habitat (full list of capital works available on
www.watersandcommunities.ie Creating Public Awareness through
community led surveys, booklets, information session, signage etc. Enhancing a
public area i.e. picnic area, river walk etc.
TARGET GROUP: This scheme aims to support communities in progressing
water-based projects and initiatives. Not for profit Community and Voluntary
groups, Rural and Urban Networks, Environmental NGOs, Clubs and
Associations. This can be a great opportunity for Lions Clubs to get involved in
water based environmental projects.
Budget: Grants awarded in categories €500- €25,000
Closing Date: check website. Match Funding: Minimum 5% cash contribution of
total project costs
Online Platform: Complete via online www.lawaters.ie
CONTACT DETAILS: Your Community Water Officer Community Water
Development Fund, Local Authorities Waters Programme Office
www.lawaters.ie or email info@lawaters.ie
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Dept of Environment, Climate and Communications
Climate Action Fund (CAF)
ELIGIBLE WORKS: The Climate Action Fund (CAF) was established to provide
financial assistance and financial support which help Ireland achieve its
climate and energy targets. The overall objective is to support and empower
communities to shape and build low carbon, sustainable communities in a
coherent way. Examples of projects to be funded may include: community
EV charging points; small renewable energy projects; community EVs; cycle
parking; repair hubs; and community biodiversity gardens.
TARGET GROUP: €60 million from the Climate Action Fund will be invested in
community climate action projects and initiatives, as well as capacity
building, over the next three years. The programme will roll out in two
phases. €30 million will be allocated for the first phase.
Gov.ie-Climate Action what you can do in your community( www.gov.ie )
Community Climate Action Fund: This will be rolled out by Local Authorities
in the near future. This potentially could be a very important fund that Lions
Clubs could tap into including in partnership with other community groups.
CONTACT DETAILS: Information can be viewed at
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/de5d3-climate-action-fund/
or email to ClimateActionFund@decc.gov.ie or your local authority.

Community Monuments Fund 2022
ELIGIBLE WORKS: The Community Monuments Fund invests in archaeological
heritage and helps owners and custodians of archaeological monuments to
safeguard them into the future for the benefit of communities and the public.
TARGET GROUP: Local Authorities, private owners, custodians and community
groups. The fund has 3 streams and grants can range up to €80,000
CONTACT DETAILS: Information can be viewed at
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/d21e3-community-monuments-fund2022-call-for-projects/
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The Heritage Council
Heritage in Schools Programme
Funding Authority: Heritage Council

ELIGIBLE WORKS: The Heritage in Schools Programme provides a panel of
Heritage Specialists who visit primary schools to teach children about their
local heritage – from biodiversity to history and folklore. This is a most
attractive scheme for schools who would like their pupils to learn about
heritage in a fun and engaging way, whilst addressing the national curriculum
requirements.
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and uncertainty around the primary school
environment in 2021 the Heritage Council is considering how the Heritage in
Schools programme might be adapted to offer a virtual heritage experience for
primary schools.
TARGET GROUP: All Primary Schools
CONTACT DETAILS:

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie

Heritage Keepers
Funding Authority: Heritage Council

ELIGIBLE WORKS: The Heritage Council, in partnership with Burrenbeo Trust,
launched ‘Heritage Keepers’, a new pilot national Place-Based Learning and
Stewardship initiative. Heritage Keepers is a free programme for schools or
communities that will enable them to work together to explore the built,
natural and cultural heritage of their local place and then plan action or
actions to enhance that place.
TARGET GROUPS: Schools and Community Groups
CONTACT DETAILS: If you have a project in mind, you should consult your
local authority.
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Other Heritage Council Schemes
The Heritage Council offers funding to a range of projects and schemes including
the following:
Community Heritage Grant Scheme
Irish Walled Town Projects
Heritage Sector Support Fund
Historic Towns Initiative
National Heritage Week Events
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Community Foundation of Ireland
Nature and Environment Fund
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Funding is available through The Foundation which has a
strong focus on providing support to communities working on promoting the
circular economy as well as the protection of local biodiversity. The grants
are being made under three themes: Environmental Education and
Empowerment: Establishing Strong Roots: Shaping a Brighter Future.
The Environment and Nature Fund: The grants scheme has been devised to
enhance Biodiversity in communities throughout the country by combining
the expertise of an ecologist with the skills, expertise and enthusiasm of local
community groups-check website for current status of funding opportunities.
TARGET GROUPS: The Community Foundation for Ireland provides the
funding for communities, campaigners and researchers responding to the
crisis in both climate and biodiversity.
CONTACT DETAILS: https://www.communityfoundation.ie/insights/latestnews/environment-grants-announced

Tree Council of Ireland
ELIGIBLE WORKS: The Tree Council of Ireland is a non-governmental
voluntary organisation set up in 1985 as an umbrella body for organisations
involved in the establishment, management and conservation of trees in
Ireland.
Its mission statement is ‘to foster a tree culture in Ireland through action and
awareness’. Its objective is to educate the public about the nature and value
of trees through the organisation of events and tree-related activities, to
facilitate networking among members and to be a representative voice
for tree culture and tree promotion.
National Tree Week, organised by the Tree Council since 1985 and in
partnership with Coillte since 1989, is a week-long programme of events to
celebrate ‘all things trees’. It is generally held in the month of March.
TARGET GROUPS: Schools, Environment and Community Groups.
CONTACT DETAILS :

www.treecouncil.ie
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Inland Fisheries Ireland
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Inland Fisheries has funding from time to time for specialist
works such as; The Habitats and Conservation Scheme, Disabled Anglers
Access Works.
However, the body also has biodiversity material that is downloadable and it
promotes a schools and community project called ‘Something Fishy’. Inland
Fisheries is very helpful in supporting local festivals and can provide fly
fishing demonstrations and similar presentations.
TARGET GROUPS: Clubs, Associations, Organisations
CONTACT DETAILS: www.fisheriesireland.ie

An Taisce
ELIGIBLE WORKS: An Taisce is one of Ireland’s largest non-governmental
environment and heritage groups. It operates a number of campaigns that
complement the Lions International Global Challenge on the Environment.
One of the most popular is the National Spring Clean held every year in April.
If a Lions Club registers with the Spring Clean, An Taisce will provide litter
pickers, gloves and collection bags free of charge and the County Council will
arrange for the collection and safe disposal of the rubbish collected.
TARGET GROUP: Community Groups, Environmental Groups, Tidy Towns
CONTACT DETAILS: www.nationalspringclean,org
www.antaisce.org or email ornsc@antaisce.org or your local authority
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Birdwatch Ireland
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Birdwatch Ireland has launched a Bird Connect Project.
This is a new social inclusion / biodiversity project. The focus is connecting
people and birds through citizen science, outreach and training. BI is
particularly interested in exploring innovative ways to improve access and
participation in bird projects for people with disabilities, new communities
and minority groups.
As part of this project, it has produced a laminated bird identification guide
of our 50 most common Irish birds with illustrations and the names
translated into Irish, Arabic and French. Birdwatch Ireland will supply
physical copies of this guide to Direct Provision Centres and Nursing Homes.
TARGET GROUPS: Birdwatch Ireland are looking at building connections with
the residents of these institutions through a bird nest box project and are
hoping to work with local men’s sheds and community groups to build and
install nest boxes in Direct Provision Centres and Nursing Homes.
CONTACT DETAILS: www.birdwatchireland.ie or email
info@birdwatchireland.ie
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Retail Community Funds
Tesco Community Fund
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Every eight weeks, each Tesco store donates up to €1,000
to local good causes. Customers can pick any good cause, from a new
playground, helping the elderly, to fixing a leaky roof for the local school or
sports club - whatever helps the local community most. Lions Clubs can apply
for a share of the fund.
Tesco FoodCloud
Through FoodCloud, Tesco donates surplus food to charities within their
communities. This is food that is perfectly fit for human consumption but
cannot be sold for a variety of reasons (e.g.: fresh produce that will not be
sold the next day, short-dated product, slightly damaged packaging or
mistakes in ordering).

TARGET GROUPS: sports groups, local organisations ,health organisations
etc.
CONTACT DETAILS: www.tesco.ie

ALDI Community Fund
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Aldi’s Community Grants Programme provides each Aldi
employee with the opportunity to nominate a charity or community group in
their local community to receive a €500 donation from Aldi Ireland. ALDI also
participates in the FoodCloud project. Through FoodCloud, ALDI donates
surplus food to charities within their communities, food that is perfectly fit
for human consumption but cannot be sold for a variety of reasons (e.g.:
fresh produce that will not be sold the next day, short dated product, slightly
damaged packaging or mistakes in ordering).
TARGET GROUPS: The Community Grants Programme helps support
charities and organisations that contribute vital work and services locally.
CONTACT DETAILS: www.aldi.ie
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LIDL Community Fund
ELIGIBLE WORKS: LIDL will support local charities and community groups
who promote social inclusion, health and wellbeing and environmental
programmes. Where a local community group is hosting a community event
or fundraiser which mirrors LIDL’s values and pillars, they are happy to
provide Lidl vouchers.
LIDL also participates in the FoodCloud project. Through FoodCloud, LIDL
donates surplus food to charities within their communities, food that is
perfectly fit for human consumption but cannot be sold for a variety of
reasons (e.g.: fresh produce that will not be sold the next day, short dated
product, slightly damaged packaging or mistakes in ordering).
TARGET GROUPS: These vouchers have been used by hundreds of
community groups and charities across the country for raffles, bake-sales,
school healthy eating weeks, science projects and sports programmes.
CONTACT DETAILS: www.lidl.ie

SuperValu Community Fund
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Every month, each SuperValu supermarket makes a
charitable donation to a deserving community group or individual. At least
€200 is donated by every store, every month.
TARGET GROUPS: Community groups, individuals.
CONTACT DETAILS: your local SuperValu supermarket.

Bank of Ireland Begin Together Fund
ELIGIBLE WORKS: The Begin Together Community Fund, in partnership with
The Community Foundation for Ireland, supports charities and not- for-profit
groups working to improve the financial, physical and mental wellbeing of
the communities they serve. Begin Together is part of Bank of Ireland’s
support to help the resilience and recovery of communities across the whole
island of Ireland. Details of all projects assisted in 2021are available online.
TARGET GROUP: Charities and not for profit community groups
CONTACT DETAILS: https://www.bankofireland.com
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Accenture Sustainability Challenge
ELIGIBLE WORKS: Accenture provide funding for what they deem to be a
local community sustainability challenge and they invite funding applications
under 6 project headings;
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Repair Café
Garden Pocket Forest
Plastic Free for Kids
Open Orchard
Community Fridge
Pollinator Plan.

TARGET GROUP: Environment and Tidy Town Groups, Community Groups
CONTACT DETAILS:
https:/ www.changex.org
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EU LIFE Programme
ELIGIBLE WORKS: The LIFE Programme provides funding for the support of
Environment, Nature Conservation and Climate Action projects throughout
the European Union (EU). LIFE has a budget of €5.4 billion for 2021-2027.
Every year a call for proposals is launched around April. Following
competitive selection, awards are made that are typically in the range of €1
million to €5 million for projects with durations of three to five years.
TARGET GROUPS: Applications are encouraged from public and private
organisations seeking co-funding for projects. Large and small companies,
government and NGOs, Higher Education Institutes and community groups
can participate.
CONTACT DETAILS: Read more about the LIFE Programme

LEADER
ELIGIBLE WORKS: LEADER is a rural development programme co-funded by the
EU which operates a locally led, bottom-up approach to meet the needs of
local communities and businesses. LEADER funds a wide range of community
led projects
Example: LEADER and the Bioeconomy
TARGET GROUPS : Community groups and businesses in rural areas
CONTACT DETAILS: contact your local Leader partnership office or your local
authority
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Northern Ireland
Introduction
The Provision of grant support and assistance in Northern Ireland is considered
under the following three headings:
Statutory Sector-DAERA
Local Government
Voluntary Sector
These will be dealt with comprehensively in the next issue of this guide.

Statutory Sector-DAERA
The body primarily responsible for maintenance and protection of the
environment in Northern Ireland is DAERA, the Department for Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs, which defines itself as responsible for
“sustainability at the heart of a living, working, active landscape valued by
everyone”.
DAERA has just completed consultation (closed 21st December 2021) on its Green
Growth Strategy for Northern Ireland,
English https://www.daerani.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/Green%20Growth_Brochure%2
0V8.pdf
Irish https://www.daerani.gov.uk/sites/default/files/consultations/daera/Draft%20Green%20Growth%20
Strategy_211021%20GA_Irish.pdf
but also, currently has a number of initiatives around
a) protecting the environment and
b) climate change.
On 10th August 2021, £4.3m was made available to local organisations for 71
projects related to nature recovery.
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Local Government
All 11 councils in Northern Ireland have a number of staff, across internal
departments, whose remit is environment.












Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council
Ards and North Down Borough Council
Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council
Belfast City Council
Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council
Derry City and Strabane District Council
Fermanagh and Omagh District Council - Enniskillen Office
Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council
Mid and East Antrim Borough Council
Mid Ulster District Council - Dungannon Office
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council

Web-site links for these Councils will be included in the next issue of this guide.

Voluntary Sector
The major voluntary sector funder in Northern Ireland is the Lottery Community
Fund, which has a range of grant schemes, the most appropriate of which to Lions
clubs is Awards for All, which grants up to £10,000, for projects which “improve
the places and spaces that matter to communities”.
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/awards-for-allnorthern-ireland
Grants of up to £100,000 are available from a £20m. pot of dormant bank
account money for projects that enable groups “to be more resilient and prepared
for the future by funding activity that increases capacity and sustainability”.
Grants of £10,000 to £500,000 are available for larger projects but are not
specifically aimed at environmental initiatives, although this could be part of a
project. Groups are expected to work in partnership.
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Appendix 1-Examples of non-grant supported
activities
Introduction:
In this appendix we look at a number of examples of environmental activities that
Lions Clubs might consider. There are no grants available per se, but there is
support from other agencies in many shapes and sizes and there are a lot of great
campaigns that Lions can be part of;

Example 1: Tree Planting
National Tree Week is celebrated in March each year. The Tree Council of Ireland
provides free saplings to every Local Authority in ROI for distribution to
Community Groups and Tidy Towns Groups. Lions Clubs can avail of this free offer
by contacting the Environment or Community Section of your local authority and
registering your interest in participating in the celebrations. You can organise one
or more events for the week to celebrate trees and there is a plethora of
information on how to plant and care for the trees available on line from the Tree
Council. Lions can avail of the publicity being generated by the Tree Council for
this annual event. As well as tree planting ceremonies, the range of events can
include forest and woodland walks, nature trails, workshops, woodturning
displays, talks, tree hugging, tree climbing, broadcasts, launches, poetry readings,
exhibitions. Other opportunities might include any of the following:
Encourage your local residents association, Tidy Towns group, youth club, sports
club or other local organisation to get their members involved in a tree planting
or a tree maintenance project. (e.g. Clean up a local woodland) in your area.
Celebrate National Tree Week in a school by planting a tree in your school
grounds, open space or own garden. You’ll meet new people and make a
difference in your community.
Draw pictures or make leaf prints or take bark rubbings. Learn how to measure
the height and spread of a tree. Read, write poems or create & tell stories about
trees. Produce a class drama.
Organise a walk or trail to showcase and tell the stories of any large, unusual or
historic trees in your community.
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Commemorate an event of significance in your community by planting a tree and
organise a community celebration or get together to mark the occasion.
Enjoy the outdoors. Visit a local forest or park, or take a nature walk and enjoy
observing and being in the company of trees.

Example 2: An Taisce - National Spring Clean
An Taisce organise the National Spring Clean Event for the month of April each
year. Participation is open to communities, schools, groups and individuals. Lions
Clubs considering a project in their area should register on line with An Taisce to
get the ball rolling. An Taisce will then send a clean up kit comprising of litter
pickers, gloves, bags and visibility vests. They even advise on the Health and
Safety Plan. The Local Authorities have agreed to provide free collection and safe
disposal/recycling of wastes collected under any clean up projects registered with
An Taisce during National Spring Clean and many Local Authority Environment
Sections will provide additional, gloves, bags and support.

HOW TO ORGANISE A CLEAN UP

Pick the area you want to clean up (any date in April).
Register your event with An Taisce online by clicking here
Once registered you will receive a clean-up kit from An Taisce – kit contents here
If you are involving other people in your clean up, plan all necessary advertising
and co-ordination through meetings, pick a date for your event, and promote and
inform as many different members of your wider community as possible while
you wait for your pack to arrive (allow for delays – it is better for it to arrive too
early than too late!).
Please check what Covid restrictions are in place before undertaking any clean
up. Once you have a firm date and location contact your Local Authority (contact
numbers here). They will help organise the free disposal of the collect waste after
your event.
Read An Taisce Guidance Document to keep everybody in the community safe.
You can download it here.
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Clean ups outside of the National Spring Clean can be organised at any time of
the year. Why not a sponsored clean up rather than a sponsored walk? What
about a collection linked to the campaign to end Single Use Plastics? Could Lions
help with Transition Years doing a clean up as part of their Gaisce Awards? Pick a
local woodland walk or a beach area.
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Example 3: Citizen Science Type Projects
BirdWatch Ireland operates a project called Bird Connect for which they have
received funding from the Community Foundation of Ireland. This is a new social
inclusion / biodiversity project. They are particularly interested in exploring
innovative ways to improve access and participation in bird projects for people
with disabilities, new communities and minority groups.

As part of this project, they have produced a laminated bird identification guide
to be distributed to Direct Provision Centres and Nursing Homes. The guide has
50 of our most common Irish birds with illustrations and the names translated
into Irish, Arabic and French. Birdwatch Ireland will supply physical copies of this
guide to Direct Provision Centres and Nursing Homes and they are encouraged to
submit observations to the Annual Garden Bird Survey. Lions Clubs are ideally
placed to assist projects like his by making the local connections that sometimes
the national organisations find difficult. In addition to providing the free guides,
BirdWatch Ireland will also supply the cost of materials for the project.

Birdwatch Ireland are looking at building connections with the residents of these
institutions through a bird nest box project and are hoping to work with local
men’s sheds and community groups such as Lions to build and install nest boxes
in Direct Provision Centres and Nursing Homes. Birdwatch Ireland can provide
diagrams of suitable nest boxes.

Any groups interested in the getting involved in this project can contact Andrew
Lynch of BirdWatch Ireland by email alynch@birdwatchireland.ie

There are lots of similar type projects where local citizens can gather information
that leads to the scientific biological data in your area. The projects run by the
National Biodiversity Data Centre and the LA Waters Programme can be fun and
involve working with schools and NGO’s. See https://biodiversityireland.ie for
further detail.
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Example 4: International and National Campaigns
There are a plethora of International and National Campaigns each year that are
looking for engagement with local groups to carry out projects that are
sympathetic with the aims and objectives of the various organisations. Some of
these offer support and recognition to participating groups and you can find a
date that will suit your Lions Club to get involved and do something innovative
and worthwhile in your community. Samples of such campaigns are as follows:

World Wetland Day

2nd February

World Wildlife Day

3rd March

National Tree Week

March

National Spring Clean

April

World Earth Day

22nd April

World Bee Day

20th May

UN Day for Biological Diversity

22nd May

World Environment Day

5th June

World Oceans Day

8th June

National Heritage Week

August

World Habitat Day

3rd October

National Hedgerow Week

December

Environment Days
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/enfo/enfo-news/environment-days-2012-1/
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Appendix 2 - County and City Councils Websites

County Councils
Carlow County Council
Cavan County Council
Clare County Council
Cork County Council
Donegal County Council
Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown
Fingal County Council
Galway County Council
Kerry County Council
Kildare County Council
Kilkenny County Council
Laois County Council
Leitrim County Council
Limerick City & County Council
Longford County Council
Louth County Council
Mayo County Council
Meath County Council
Monaghan County Council
Offaly County Council
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Roscommon County Council
Sligo County Council
South Dublin County Council
Tipperary County Council
Waterford City and County Council
Westmeath County Council
Wexford County Council
Wicklow County Council

City Councils
Cork City Council
Dublin City Council
Galway City Council

City and County Councils
Limerick City & County Council
Waterford City and County Council
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Appendix 3 - Other useful Websites
The following websites also contain Environmental, Biodiversity and Climate
Change information:
Environmental Protection Agency

www.epa.ie

National Parks and Wildlife Service

www.npws.ie

Teagasc

www.teagasc.ie

Office of Public Works

www.gov.ie/opw

National Biological Data Centre

www.biodiversityireland.ie

Tidy Towns

www.tidytowns.ie

United Nations Climate Action

www.un.org/climate-change

European Commission Green Deal

www.europa.eu

Irish Wildlife Trust

www.iwt.ie

The Vincent Wildlife Trust

www.vincentwildlife.ie

Irish Environmental Network

www.ien.ie

National Trust

www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Northern Ireland Environment Agency

www.daera-ni.gov.uk

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

www.rspb.uk

Northern Ireland Environment Link

www.nienvironmentlink.org

Interreg

www.interreg.eu
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We Serve
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