
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

 
 

 

From District Governor Des 

Ryan 

 

Be a Lion Every Day 
 

 

 
 

Daniel Marney Elkins 

 

In the wake of all that is going on in the 

world today, I think it is important to reflect 

on these words from Lion Daniel Marney 

Elkins and remember that ‘Kindness 

Matters’. 

 

Lion Daniel is 2nd VDG of District D22- 

Delaware USA. 

 

‘This is a post about what it truly means to 

be a Lion. 

In a deeply divided world, I have found 

refuge and solace as a member of Lions 

Clubs International. It is an organization that 

has allowed me to find common unity with 

people from all over the globe, with people 

from every walk of life, and with people 

from all different political backgrounds.  

 

It is an international group of men, women, 

and children from all races, genders, and 

sexual orientations who have agreed to the 

uphold a code of ethics where they have 

sworn to be careful with their criticism and 

liberal with their praise; to build up and not 

destroy. 

Is it perfect? Of course not, but we work and 

serve every day to form a more perfect 

union. 

Lions all around the world talk about the 

moment they first became a Lion- that 

moment in which they truly connected to the 

mission of service and realized that they 

wanted to be of service to their community. 

It is a transformative moment shared by over 

1.4 million people in 200 countries of the 

world. 
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However, I believe that it is not a permanent 

transformation. 

You have to decide to be a Lion each and 

every single day. 

Every day we must rise and decide to follow 

the mission of Lions, uphold the code of 

ethics of Lions, and dedicate ourselves to the 

purpose of Lions. 

It is then, and only then, that you truly 

become a Lion. 

With our daily commitment to the values of 

Lions Clubs International, we are reborn. 

 

The recent global pandemic has posed 

significant challenges to how we, as Lions, 

can grow our association and can continue to 

serve our communities. I truly believe we 

have the leadership and skills necessary to 

meet and face these challenges, but it is 

going to take every single one of us living 

the mission, upholding the code of ethics, 

and dedicating ourselves to the purpose in 

order to succeed. 

 

Did you wake up this morning and decide to 

be a Lion? 

Are your actions today going to be helping 

support the mission of Lions? 

Are you leading by example? 

Are your words and deeds creating a public 

image of Lions that is attractive to new 

members? 

Decide to be a Lion each and every single 

day. 

 

 

This is an edited version of a post from 

Lion Daniel Marney Elkins- Ed. 

  

Lions Awards -Final Chance 
 

 
 

Deadlines for entering the  District 

Communications Awards are approaching 

fast and clubs and Lions who wish to b 

considered for a 2021 Award  should apply 

without delay. 

The deadline for entries in the Club Website 

competition has been extended to 31st 

January 2021. 

Lions District 133 Awards were received 

very well over the last number of years and 

Competitions Officer Joe Smith would like 

to see even more Clubs entering this 

year.  They will again recognise excellence 

in communications.   

The District Communications Awards will 

again be presented at the 2021 District 

Convention.  

Awards will be presented to Lions Clubs and 

Lions in four categories-Best Website, Best 

Social Media Presence, Club PRO of the 

Year and the ‘Scribe Award’ for 

contributions to the District Newsletter. 

To enter the Best Website category please 

send your club website 'url' 

to fcorr100@gmail.com by 31st January 

2021.  All submitted websites will be 

mailto:fcorr100@gmail.com


assessed by the District Communications 

Team. 

 

To enter Best Social Media presence please 

send your Club's Facebook, Twitter or other 

social media address 

to fcorr100@gmail.com by January 21. 

These social media pages will also be 

assessed by the District Communications 

Team. 

 

To Enter 'Club PRO of the Year', please 

submit a summary of your Club's PR 

Activity in 2020 by 21st of January 2021 

to fcorr100@gmail.com .  You can include 

attachments of your Press Releases and other 

PR Materials. 

 

The winner of the 'Scribe Award' will be 

chosen by the District Communications 

Team based on submissions to 'One Three 

Three', the District Newsletter in 2020.  

 

 

From IP Dr. Jung Yul Choi 
 

 
 

You and I share the belief that we have the 

power to make a better future for all people. 

Because Lions have a passion for what’s 

possible. There may be challenges ahead of 

us, but there are opportunities too. 

Let’s continue to deliver hope to our 

communities. Let’s continue to innovate and 

serve safely. Let’s continue to keep our eyes 

and hearts open to new opportunities to 

make a difference every day in people’s 

lives. Together, we can build a better future 

for our families, communities and the world 

we share. 

 

 

District Aid for Croatia 

 

 
 

District 133 has decided to donate €10,000 

to LCIF for the Croatia appeal following a 

major earthquake in the country .  

The  magnitude 6.4 earthquake struck central 

Croatia on 30th December 2020.Rescue 

teams spent the night scouring the rubble of 

damaged buildings in the search for 

survivors. 

Petrinja's mayor said that about half the town 

had been destroyed and people had been 

pulled from the rubble. 

Many were too afraid to return to their 

homes overnight in case aftershocks caused 

more damage, officials said. Some people 

slept in their cars or stayed with relatives in 
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other areas. About 200 people sheltered in a 

military barracks. 

Lions Clubs in Croatia were immediately 

active in providing provisions and shelter. 

Marketing Expertise Welcome 
District 133 PR and Marketing Team has 

commissioned a survey from a leading 

market research company and is currently 

analysing the data which has emerged from 

the poll. 

The team would welcome any Lion who has 

marketing or market research expertise to 

join them in advancing a major brand 

development project for Lions Clubs in 

Ireland. 

Please contact DG Des. 

 

 

 

‘Fun Raiser’ and more in 

Howth-Sutton 

 
2020 was a challenging year due to Covid-19 

and the restrictions it caused.  Howth Lions  

had to find new and inventive ways to raise 

funds in order to support local projects and 

its charity partners. The first of these was a 

Virtual Fun-Raiser Sponsored Walk between 

3rd and 6th of December.  

This was the club’s first venture into setting 

up a means of collecting funds online and 

after much research into the costs associated 

with the fund raising sites. the Lions  

decided to go with PayPal as they offer very 

low rates to ‘Not For Profit’ groups. 

The club promoted the event through 

Facebook and Instagram, as well as local 

signage while the  collecting of fees, 

registration details and issuing of 

sponsorship cards was all run through its 

website without requiring any input from 

members.  

The event raised €4000 which  enabled the 

club to present €3000 to St Francis Hospice 

in Raheny, €500 to Don Bosco Care and 

€500 to Aoibhneas. Considering how many 

charity organisations were running similar 

events at the same time the Lions were 

delighted with the income from our first 

virtual effort.  

 

 
 

Picture shows Tony Bond, Social Media 

Officer/PRO presenting Fr Val Collier, Don 

Bosco Care with a cheque for €500. 

 

Because of  Covid-19 restrictions Howth 

Lions changed how it ran an appeal. Instead 

of collecting food items, preparing hampers 

and distributing them through St Vincent de 

Paul the club decided to run cash appeals at 

two local supermarkets, Nolan's of Clontarf 

and Supervalu Sutton.  

Last year it became obvious  during cash 

collections that less people were carrying 



physical cash and Lions  decided to look into 

procuring a mobile card reader. SumUp, an 

Irish company, offered the best option. 

Equipped with card reader and buckets 

members spent three days collecting and as a 

result the club presented a cheque for €7,500 

to the local conferences of St. Vincent de 

Paul.  

 

 
 

Picture shows President John Powell with 

the cheque to St Vincent de Paul for €7,500 

 

Howth -Sutton Lions say that with little 

change in the pandemic problem  members 

realise that Zoom meetings will be with us 

for quite some time to come and that Lions 

need to look to more online ways of raising 

funds. Quizzes, race nights, challenges, 

virtual walks/runs and any other ideas that 

can be reinvented, look like being the only 

way forward. 

 

Snow Lion 

 
The very successful Covid Face Masks 

produced by Wicklow & District Lions Club 

have been distributed to countries throughout 

the world, as well as many Clubs in Ireland. 

In the past few days President Sean Olohan 

has received photos from a Lions supporter 

in the Swiss Alps wearing the very 

distinguished mask in the Wicklow colours 

near Zurich. 

Other promotional items for sale featuring 

the Wicklow logo are mugs and Christmas 

cards and watch out for new products 

coming online soon. 

 

 
 

 

Mona Kohler is pictured wearing her 

Wicklow Lions mask in the Swiss Alps 

 

 

 



 

‘Mr Wonderful’ passes away 
 

 

 
 

Lions who have participated in the Holiday 

Project at Trabolgan over the years will be 

sad to learn of the death of Garry Slattery  

from Tipperary. 
With his saxophone at the ready day and 

night, Garry was always happy to entertain 

friends and guests- on the outdoor plaza, at 

‘The Gate Sessions’, in the pub and theatre. 

He was a winner of a Cecil Vard Entertainer 

Award and was known to all guests- but 

particularly the ladies- as ‘Mr Wonderful’. 

May he rest in peace. 
 

MIAB in Ballina 

 
Ballina Lions Club held a successful pilot of 

Message in a Bottle campaign. They have set 

a great example of a community coming 

together. Former President, Damian 

Carberry, delivered the 3000 bottles for the 

launch.  Ballina Lions are now conducting a 

follow up campaign on social media. The 

club is progressing links with pharmacy 

chains to use community help in promoting 

the message of MIAB. Damian has brought 

35 branches of the McCauley Pharmacy 

group on board. 

 

 Pictures of the Week 

A Year in a Field 
 

 

 
 

Lion Martin Walley of Cork Lions Club sent 

us this photo-montage showing eight  

months of the Covid year capturing the 

changes in a field on his  2km walk route,  

 

Says Martin: 

 

‘It looks like I may yet make it a full 12 

month cycle but I hope it reminds people of 



the cycle of rejuvenation that nature 

provides’.  

 

 

 
 

This photograph of an oil painting by 

Malahide Lion nd artist Tony McCarthy is 

titled ‘Irises at Malahide Castle’.   

 

Malahide Appeal Success 

 
 

Malahide Lions are ‘overwhelmed’ by the 

results of their Christmas Appeal 2020, 

which more than quadrupled the amount 

raised in 2019. Lions thank the great 

Malahide Community, the Schools, Astro 

Football, Credit Union, Bank of Ireland and 

others who all helped so generously.  Using 

the SumUp card reader at a newly purchased 

stand was a great decision. Donations 

through PayPal from Al Foran’s video 

helped enormously. Malahide Lions were 

able buy food vouchers for local families and 

will continue with support on into 2021. 

 

 

Sister Wins Galway Draw 

 
As Lions all over the country faced up to the 

sad reality that we would not be rattling our 

cash buckets this year, a resourceful cash 

collecting committee, with immense 

contributions from new members Muireann 

ni Riain and Maurice Hickey, designed and 

set up an online funding page on iDonate for 

Galway Lions Club. 

 

 
 

Our picture shows Brian O Keeffe, President 

of Galway Lions Club, making the draw with 

Lion Fintan Loftus. 

 

--The fund raised in excess of €8,500 and 

was  supplemented by a private donation of 

€423, which covered the commission 

charged by Idonate. 

In encouraging people to donate, another 

new members, Fintan Loftus, who is 

manager of the Clybaun Hotel, in Galway, 



sponsored a prize of  two nights Bed and 

Breakfast, with dinner on one night in the 

four star Kinsale Hotel and Spa. The winner 

of the draw was Sister Angela Maugham, 

Threadneedle Road, Galway. 

 

 

Lions Response to Turkey 

Earthquake 

From Joan Cary  

 

When a powerful earthquake hit the Aegean 

Sea on the western coast of Turkey last fall, 

Lions and Leos were the first non-

governmental organization at any of the 

rescue sites. 

Lions clubs were really good at the initial 

response and it made us all realize the real 

power that we have as Lions, the power that 

we sometimes forget.  

‘Where can I go?’, ‘How can I find the 

authorities?’, ‘Where will I live?’,  ‘Who 

will feed my children?’. 

Although Lions didn’t have immediate 

answers to these questions—and the many 

more that would follow from the thousands 

in despair, people knew the Lions in the 

yellow vests would find the answers and 

help them without fail. 

 

The 7.0 earthquake hit hardest at 3 p.m. on 

Oct. 30 in Izmir, Turkey’s third largest city 

of about four million people. 

Within an hour, Lions were organizing their 

efforts to help. Within three hours, the Lions 

of District 118R had booths and tables set up 

behind a collapsed apartment building, and 

by 6 p.m. they were distributing water, 

disinfectant, and the first of 150,000 masks 

that would go to survivors and search and 

rescue teams. On top of the disaster, the 

pandemic raged on and taking safety 

precautions was crucial. 

By 7 p.m., four hours after the earthquake 

hit, Lions were serving their first warm meal 

of hot rice and chicken soup for thousands. 

Their service continued nonstop for 10 days. 

Lions and Leos at emergency relief tents 

worked together in shifts serving 2,000 to 

4,000 people a day, says Lion Esengül 

Erkan, the II8R District Governor for . 

Turkish bagels and donuts, pastries with 



cheese and meat, Turkish desserts and drinks 

including the traditional ayran (a healthy 

Turkish yogurt drink), were there for the 

hungry. 

But the list of needs went far beyond food. 

Lions distributed 5,000 blankets and 5,000 

packages of baby diapers, 500 beds, 1,000 

sets of bed linens, underwear and socks, toys 

and games, and shoes and boots, soap and 

much more. 

 

On the third night, the weather got cold and 

electricity was not possible due to the 

earthquake and needs of the rescue crews. 

Lions brought in stoves, metal barrels, and 

40 tons of wood to provide warmth in the 

emergency tent area. 

After 10 days, constantly sanitizing and 

following COVID safety guidelines, Lions 

and other NGOs were asked to leave their 

site because of rising COVID numbers. 

Lions set up two warehouses, one in the area 

most affected by the earthquake, and the 

second in the storage area of a factory. They 

left a small stand behind to continue to 

distribute masks, disinfect-ant, and water. 

Help through all of this came from clubs in 

Multiple District 118 around Turkey, 

including 22 Lions clubs with younger 

members in the field. Those with older 

members provided the needs and materials 

for donations and support. 

According to Leo District Chairperson Simru 

Göven, there are 19 Leo clubs in Leo District 

118R, and 16 of them are in the city of 

Izmir. In the rescue efforts, 14 Omega Leo 

clubs and 94 Leos worked actively on a 24-

hour continuous basis with shifts at the 

emergency relief sites. 

As the Lions look forward and support 

continues, the Leos, like the Lions, realize 

that there is a second wave of people who 

are becoming homeless.  

“In addition to supporting the initial victims, 

now we have started to support these people 

who are becoming homeless,” says Güler. 

Support has also come from a US$10,000 

LCIF emergency grant, from MD111 in 

Germany, and from Lions clubs throughout 

Turkey and Greece, according to Lion Aysan 

Şakar, the council chairperson of MD 118. 

Lions clubs in Turkey have been working for 

disaster preparedness by educating adults 

and children about earthquakes. 

This is an edited article by Joan Cary  

which was published in ‘Lion’ magazine. 

 

……and that’s all for this week 


